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Australia’s Lentil Industry

• Production grown significantly from 200k tonnes                                                     
10 years ago to a peak of 1.7m tonnes 

• 90% of our crop is exported

• 50% of exports to India

• 2024 record planting of nearly 950k hectares

• 2024 crop was affected by drought and frost yet 
still produced 1.1m tonnes

• 3rd highest production on record, highlighting 
Australia’s production stability                                                     

• Expect the growth in yields to continue

Source: ABARES, Australian Crop Report, December 2024



• Farmers want to include a greater percentage of pulses in their farming system to 
improve their sustainability and crop diversity 

• Grains Research & Development Corporation (GRDC) is investing $136m (AUD) 
into pulse production over the next 5 years

• GRDC research is focussed on increasing yields through improved management 
of:

• Heat, cold & drought stress

• Acid soil tolerance

• Disease resistance & management

• Genetic diversity

• This research focus is leading to increased lentil yields and hectares across 
Australia

Why Australian lentil production is increasing



Commitment to lentil production

• Australian growers are committed to growing lentils even in the 
tough seasons

• Lentils have become an integral part of a sustainable farming system

• Despite the dry season and severe frosts, Australia still has a 
significant exportable surplus from the 2024 season

• Australia is committed to improving the yield and quality of our 
lentils 

• Australian researchers enjoy collaborations with ICRISAT, the Punjab 
University and ICARDA in Egypt                                   



Farming lentils in Western Australia

• Farm 6500 hectares
• Rain-fed, 300ml growing season rainfall
• Wheat, barley, canola, oats and lentils
• This year we plan increase the lentil area 

significantly to 500 hectares
• Third generation family business with my 

wife Ruth and 3 teenage sons
• 5 employees who live on the farm
• Our focus is on sustainability and efficient 

production through adopting new 
technology, using the latest varieties and 
precision ag     





Farming lentils in Australia 

• Growing lentils for 4 years

• Red lentil, variety is Thunder
• Average yield 1.5t/ha
• Lentils offer:

• a weed and disease break 

• Nitrogen fixation

• Reduced fertiliser input costs

• Improved cereal and canola yields in following 
years

• Diversity of income

This leads to a more sustainable and profitable 
farming system 
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